Would you like to benefit from cheaper domestic heating oil?

Join the Elford Oil Buying Club!
Following a discussion between 3 locals - in the village ‘local’ - about ways to reduce the cost of buying domestic heating oil, it was agreed that we should establish whether there would be interest in the village about setting up a club or group to purchase oil – probably three or four times a year in bulk. We contacted some of the oil companies we know who deliver to the village, some of whom were interested in supplying and providing a discount.

The following were the main factors affecting price:

1. Volume – the best discount would come from buying 18,000 litres, the capacity of a large tanker – but unlikely in this village due to access.  But a smaller 12,000 litre tanker would bring advantages.

2. Overall round trip distance for the tanker (from depot and within the village).

3. Number of deliveries.

4. Delivery time restrictions – getting access to tanks when best for the delivery schedule.

We were also reminded that people buying larger quantities (1000 litres +) would not get as great a saving as those taking smaller deliveries.

The oil company would still invoice each individual with the discounted cost for settlement.  Settlement terms have not been discussed yet, but would form part of the price negotiation.

This circular is to ask you whether you would be interested (not committed) in buying through a group.  If you are, would you please complete the attached ‘spreadsheet’ and return to Phill Burgess at 23, Croft Close. Alternatively, you can download a copy from www.elfordvillage.co.uk, complete and return to elfordoilclub@gmail.com. Please respond as soon as possible, but no later than 10th October 2012.   

If there is enough interest and the required volumes add up, we will talk further to local oil companies and check alternative ways (communitybuying.co.uk) of achieving the same outcome – a lower purchase price for heating oil! It should be noted that the Elford Oil Club will be non-profit making and there would be no commitment for any household to buy all its oil through the club.

Or for further information, contact:

Phillip Burgess

Richard Oakley

Ron Peacock

23, Croft Close

1, Coach House

Yew House





Old Hall Drive


Old Hall Drive

T: 383195


T: 383304


T: 383478

Other information on buying groups/ syndicates/ co-operatives can be found at www.citizensadvice.org.uk, www.acre.org.uk and www.fsonline.co.uk. 
